Peroperative blood salvage.
The procedure of autotransfusion includes the collection of the patient's own blood before, during or after surgery with the aim of retransfusing it either immediately or postoperatively. The increasing demands on the blood banks as well as the growing fear of transfusion transmitted diseases have created a new interest in autotransfusion. Application of autotransfusion will reduce the need for homologous blood and thereby cut the cost.